EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL

22nd June 2026 7.30 pm
Our Lady of Good Counsel R.C.church

THE MEDIEVAL FEMME FATALE
Faye Newton—soprano
Hzzel Brooks—vielle

Por coi me bait mes maris Anon,
trouvere, 13th century
A chantar m’er Beatriz, Comtessa de Dia,
troubadour, 12th century
Ar em al freg temps vengut Azalais de Porcairagues,
troubadour,12th century,
melody: Raimon de Miraval fl. 1191-1229
Dites seignor Anonymous ‘Dame’,
trouvere, 13th century
Un petit davant lou jour Duchesse de Lorraine,
trouvere, 13th century
En greu esmay Clara d’Anduza,
troubadour, early 13th century,
melody: Uc de Saint Circ 1190-¢.1253
Bele Doette Anon,
trouvere, 13th century
Amours u trop tart me sui pris Blanche de Castille,

trouvere (1188-1252)

BRIDGEWOOD & NEITZERT

Dealers, Makers & Repairers of good modern and baroque Violins, Violas, Cellos, Basses & Bows
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020 7249 9398

www.bridgewoodandneitzert.london

Bridgewood & Neitzert, established in 1982 by Gary Bridgewood and Thomas Neitzert, is one of the UK’s leading violin
dealers and restoration workshops, based in Stoke Newington, London. Renowned for their expert craftsmanship and
dedication to the highest standards, they specialise in the sale, repair, and restoration of violins, violas, cellos, double
basses, and bows—offering both modern and period instruments, with a particular interest and expertise in baroque
and classical instruments. Their skilled team combines time-honoured techniques with innovative methods, serving
everyone from students to professional musicians and prestigious institutions. As longstanding supporters of the Stoke
Newington Early Music Festival, Bridgewood & Neitzert are committed to preserving musical heritage and supporting
the local music community. www.bridgewoodandneitzert.com




Dangerously beautiful, virtuous and wise: the female troubadours and trouveres included some of the
most  powerful and revered ladies of medieval courtly society.

The Duchesse de Lorraine is considered to be Marguerite de Champagne, daughter of the famous
trouvere Thibaut IV, King of Navarre. Her song has elements of the chanson de malmariée (song of
marital discontent), aube (dawn song) and chanson de toile (narrative song with a female protagonist).

Thibaut was widely rumoured to have been in love with the queen Blanche de Castille (1188-1252),
wife of King Louis VIII of France. She was known as Li roine blance (the white queen). Her song is in
praise of the Virgin Mary, a centrally important female figure in medieval culture.

The Comtessa de Dia, is the most famous trobairitz because her canso (song of unrequited love) ‘A
chantar’ is the only troubadour piece by a woman which survives with music. According to her vida she
married William of Poitiers, but was in love with the troubadour Raimbaut d’Orange, to whom she
addressed her songs.

Azalais de Porcairagues, a contemporary of the Countess of Dia (who probably knew her) was also a
friend of Raimbaut d’'Orange. Her song is a planh (lament) on his death. The sad wintry first stanza is
a deliberate  contrast to the happy springtime theme typically used as an opening in troubadour love
poetry and was probably inspired by a poem Raimbaut wrote to her.

Clara d’Anduza was a noblewoman whose court hosted many troubadours, in particular Uc de Saint
Circ (c.1217-53) who was her lover. It is therefore very appropriate that her canso ‘En greu esmai’ is
set to a melody by  him.

There is also a wealth of anonymous songs written from a female perspective. ‘Bele Doette’ is a chan-
son de toile. Unusually for this genre, the story does not open with the woman spinning or weaving, but
rather reading a book, which shows her to be a lady of education. The ornate, melismatic melody of the
verse is contrasted with a touchingly simple refrain.

‘Por col me bait’ is a humorous chanson de malmariée, and ‘Dites, seignor’ is a tenson (debate song) be-
tween a lady and man on the subject of how to deal with a dishonest lover. It is the only example of
written mensural notation in today’s programme.

These colourful poems and songs offer a tantalising glimpse into the hearts and minds of the twelfth
and thirteenth-century Femmes Fatales.
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some advice, our friendly, expert team
are dedicated to helping you find
what you are looking for.

104 Stoke Newington Church St,
London N16 OLA
020 7254 0724 144 Stoke Newington Church Street TRY OUR NEW SAUNA!
London, N16 0JU
020 3869 9000 14 ALLEN ROAD, Ni6 85D
stokenewington@winkworth.co.uk YOGAHOME.COM
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info@meatlondon.co.uk
@ www.meatlondon.co.uk
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CALL & COLLECT SERVICE askew
PAINTS « FULL DIY RANGE + HARDWARE EYEWEAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

UNIT 5 230-240
Stoke Newington High St N16 7HU
s Tel/Fax 0207 502 2283
09999 js-decor8.co.uk




From sonorous violins,
delicious Thai meals,
mouth-watering buns &
flapjacks and quality
meat, to new homes,
beautifully decorated
and with excellent eco-
friendly flooring, as well
as being securely fitted
with locks; from top-of-
the range bikes and
elegant eyewear to expert
yoga instruction and
health& beauty
treatments, SNEMF’s
sponsors have everything
to offer you.

FIND YOUR
HAPPY PLACE

THE SPENCE
BAKERY

OPEN TUESDAY TO SUNDAY
FOR THE FINEST BREAD,
CAKES & COFFEE IN THE

NEIGHBOURHOOD

161 STOKE NEWINGTON
CHURCH STREET, N16 OUH

FIND US ON INSTAGRAM @SPENCEBAKERY

Est. 1981

Struggling with difficult keys? Look no further than G K Locksmiths!

Our Services include:

- Locksmith Services

- Gain access to Buildings & Safes

- Supply & Fit Locks, Safes, Grilles, Gates & Other Security Products
- Key Cutting Services & Entry Fob Duplication

- Lock Repair

- Master Key Systems & Restricted Key Sections

- Bespoke Work / Services (Residential & Commercial)

50 Stoke Newington Church Street, London, N16 ONB
sales@gklocksmiths.co.uk www.gklocksmiths.co.uk

020 7254 4617
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www.julianreid.cozuk

02079238656 |
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£ Michael Naik

Established 1985

Michael Naik & Co. is an independent Estate Agent in
Stoke Newington specialising in Residential & Commercial
letting, sales and management.

Services we offer

e Free valuations (probate, matrimonial & mortgage
valuations also offered)

e Advice on all aspects of selling or leasing of commercial
and residential property

e Residential and commercial lets (short & long term)
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57 Stoke Newington Church Street
London, N16 0AR

Tel: 020 7249 0272

Email: contact@michaelnaik.com
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Yum Yum Thai are proud sponsors of
The Stoke Newington Early Music Festival.

87 Stoke Newington High Street. London N16 OLH Tel: 020 7254 6751
email: infoltyumyumthaini é.co.uk web: www.yumyumthainl é.co.uk

~ Celebrating serving Authentic Award
W ) /3 Winning Thai Cuisine for over 30 years
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London’s
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supplier of
sustainable
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cork - wood - rubber
vinyl - striped rugs

¢ Trustpilot

% [ %% x4
TrustScore 4.7
449 reviews

www.colourflooring.co.uk
Tel: 020 7254 3526
@colourflooring

YOU MAY ALSO BE INTERESTED IN....

MUSIC IN THE VILLAGE,
WALTHAMSTOW
St Michael and All Angels Church

Northcote Rd. London E17 6PQ
Wednesday July 8th 7.30 pm
CIRCULOS

Anna Stegmann—recorders
Jorge Jimenez—vielle and violin

ISLINGTON FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND
ART

The Duke Organic

30, St Peter’s Street, London N1 8JT
Sunday July 26th 11 am

Coffee concert

DIALOGUES AND FANTASY

Kati Debretzeni—baroque violin

Alma Nunez Debretzeni—recorders

Stoke Newington Early Music Festival (SNEMF), founded by Vanessa Coode, is a community event
that has brought the finest Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque and Classical music to Stoke Newington
for a quarter of a century. The festival’s traditional home is The Old Church, the only Elizabethan
church in London; a warm acoustic and intimate atmosphere make this building uniquely suitable for
early music. This summer, concerts also take place at Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, Bouverie
Rd, Abney Park Chapel., St Mary’s New Church and the Harriet Delph Room at Abney Park Café.

Stoke Newington Early Music Festival is grateful to its main sponsors, Bridgewood and Neitzert, for
their generous and consistent support, as well as its other long-standing sponsors and those who have
joined our list of supporters more recently.

Heartfelt thanks are due to the festival Friends and to the Volunteers who assist with many aspects of
publicity and admin. Without such people, no festival could happen!

Friends of SNEMF pay an annual subscription of £40. Benefits include invitation to private musical
social events. If you would like to become a Friend of SNEMF, please get in touch:

rachelSNEMF@protonmail.com

Special thanks to our website manager www.carolynclarke.co.uk for creating and maintaining the

beautiful festival website.

Thank you also to Deirdre Malynn at The Old Church, Anne Taylor at St Mary’s, Luisa Rayworth at
Our Lady of Good Counsel and Lutumba Nzinga at Hackney Venues for facilitating the hire of the
concert venues.

Finally, thank YOU for lending your ears to all the wonderful musicians performing at this year’s
festival.

Rachel Stott , Director—Stoke Newington Early Music Festival



http://www.carolynclarke.co.uk/

